WHAT WE CLAIM IS: 



1 . \tree stand comprising: 

apdatform for supporting an individual including a vertical access opening 
therethrough km: allowing the vertical passage of an individual therethrough between 
a position underlying the platform and a position overlying the platform; 

means for mounnng said platform in a generally horizontally disposed position 
on an upstanding support^^si^h as a tree^trunk; 
a pair of closure doors;^ 

means articulately mounting\aid closure doors on said platform adjacent said 
opening for movement between 

1 closure positions adjacent ekch other and generally lying in the same 



y 

plane to close said opening and provide a s\ipport for an individual overlying said 



platform, and 

open upstanding positions transverse to\aid plane alongside said opening 
to allow an individual to pass through said opening. 

2. The tree stand set forth in claim 1 wherein said platforn^ lies in said plane of said 
doors in said closure positions. \ | ^^2_ 

3. The tree stand set forth in claim 2 including^ seat means oi^vhich an individual 
positioned on said platform may sit; means for mounting said seat njeans in vertically 
spaced relation with said platform. 
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4^vThe tree stand set forth in claim 3 wherein said seat means includes a generally 
upstani^ing back frame; means articulately coupling said platform on said back frame 
between a\upport position transverse to said back frame and a stowed upstanding 
position extendmg alongside said back frame. 

5. The tree stand set forth in claim 4 wherein said seat means includes means 
articulately coupling said seat on said back frame for swinging movement between a 
generally horizontal support position and a generally vertical position alongside said 
back frame. \ 

6. The tree stand set forth in claim 5 inchiding first flaccid means spanning a front 
portion of said platform and a portion of saiosback frame for precluding downward 
swinging movement of said platform beyond a predetermined position relative to said 
back frame; and second flaccid means spanning a frWit portion of said seat and an 
upper portion of said back frame to limit the downward swinging movement of said 
seat relative to said back frame. \ 

7. The tree stand set forth in claim 1 wherein each of said closure doors includes a 
laterally inner edge portion and a laterally outer edge portion; said laterally inner edge 
portions being disposed adjacent each other and in the same plane wheh said closure 
doors are in said closure positions and disposed out of said plane when smH doors are 
in said open positions. * 
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S^^The tree stand set forth in claim 7 wherein said means articulately mounting said 
closure obors in said platform includes means for swingably coupling at least one of 
said laterally o\^ter edge portions to a portion of said platform adjacent said vertical 
access opening. 

9. The tree stand set forth^in claim 7 wherein said doors in said closure positions each 
close substantially one-half \f said opening. 



1 0. The tree stand set forth in claiin 7 wherein said means articulately mounting said 
closure doors to said platform includes first and second laterally outer 




swingably coupled to said laterally outer portions of said pair of doors to allow said 



doors to concurrently swing in opposite directions as said doors move between said 
closure positions and said open positions. 

1 1 . The tree stand set forth in claim 1 0 wherein said nieans articulately mounting said 
closure doors to said platform includes hinge means swingably coupling said laterally 
inner edge portions together to fold said doors relative toyeach other to generally 
coextensive side-by-side positions in said open positions. 

12. The tree stand set forth in claim 1 1 including guide means couplVi to said laterally 
outer edge portion of the other of said doors to guide the laterally Viter edge in a 
generally linear path between a position adjacent one lateral side of said \pening and 
a position adjacent an opposite lateral side of said opening. 



-32- 



1 3\rhe tree stand set forth in claim 1 wherein each of said closure doors comprises 
an elong^e panel having a forward end portion, a rearward end portion and laterally 
inner and outeK^dge positions spanning said forward and rearward end portions; said 
laterally inner edgSL portions lying in the same plane when said doors are in said 
closure positions; saia\means articulately mounting said closure doors including 
means pivotally coupling at least one of said closure doors for lateral swinging 
movement on said platform betwfi;en said closed position and an upstanding position 
transverse to said plane. \ 

14. The tree stand set forth in claim 13 whbrein said means articulately mounting said 
closure doors includes hinge means swingablV coupling said laterally outer portions 
of said closure doors to said platform for movement in opposite swinging directions 
between said closed positions in which said closure doors are coplanar and said open 
positions. \ 

15. The tree stand set forth in claim 1 wherein each of saidYlosure doors comprises 
an elongate panel having a forward end portion, a rearward enaj)ortion and laterally 
inner and outer edge portions spanning said forward and rearwaroNend portions; said 
forward end portion of one of said doors being pivotally mounted o\ said platform; 
said rearward end portion of said one door and said forward portion olvthe other of 
said doors being swingably coupled together. \ 
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1 6Na. tree stand comprising; 

aNiorizontal platform including a vertical opening therethrough of 



predeterminecrbreadth of such size for allowing the passage of a person therethrough; 



means for detechably coupling said platform to a vertical support 




ree 



trunk: 



first and second oppo5;itely swingable closure means for selectively closing said 
opening to provide a floor on \\^ich a person passing through the opening can stand ^ 
and swingabi^'^movable on said platform to an open position allowing a person to 



vertically pass therethrough; 

said first and second closure means eas^h having a breadth substantially equal 
to one-half of said predetermined breadth. 
17. Li combination with a generally horizontal plattorm having an underside and a 
topside and a vertical access opening theretlirough betweeta said underside and topside 
of sufficient size to permit an individual to pass therethrougK between said underside 
and topside^of^d^ktform; and means for mounting said platftjrm on an upstanding 
suppprtj^ch as ate^trunk; the improvement comprising; 

a pair~of elongate doors having opposite end portions spanned dV laterally inner 
and outer edge portions; means articulately mounting said doors to saio^platform for 

swinging movement between closure positions lying in the same plan^^and open 

^ 7t 

positions transverse to said plane including 
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means pivotally mounting said laterally outer edge portions of said 
pair a^elongate doors to said platform for concurrent swinging movement in opposite 
directionsSbetween said closed and open positions. 

18. In combination with a platform for supporting an individual and means for 




supporting said pWform on a vertical support, svich^s^ upstanding tree trunk, said 
platform having a fiWt end portion, rear end portion, laterally opposite sides portion, 
and a vertical access opemng therethrough of sufficient size to allow an individual to 
pass therethrough, the improvement comprising: 
a front closure door havin) 

. a front end pivotally coupled to said front end portion of said platform. 



and 



a rear end: 



a rear closure door having a front end pivotally coupled to said rear end of said 
front closure door; said closure doors being movable between coplanar closed 
positions closing said opening and transversely disposed, open folded positions in 
which said closure doors are disposed in confronting relatmn with each other. 

1 9. The combination set forth in claim 18 including means slidably coupling said rear 
end of said rear door to said platform for sliding movement in a linear path while said 
front end of said rear closure door swings between said open and clbsed positions. 

20. hi combination with an elevated platform for supporting an individual and means 
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for sttpporting said platform on a vertical support^^such as a^ upstanding tree trunk 



said platihirm having a front end, a rear end, and laterally opposite sides spanning said 
front and reai\nds; said front and reai' ends and said laterally opposite sides defining 
a vertical accessV)pening therethrough of such size as to allow an individual to 
vertically pass therethrough; first and second elongate closure doors each having a 
front end portion, a rear^nd portion and lateral edge portions spanning said front and 
rear end portions; 

means articulately coupiing said closure doors to said platform for swinging 
movement in opposite directionsH^etween coplanar closed positions closing said 
opening and transversely disposed operKpositions including pivot means articulately 
coupling said doors to said platform. 
21. The combination set forth in claim 21 wherein said platform comprises a door 
frame having :^^t and rear end frame members sparmed by a pair of laterally spaced 
side frame members; said pivot means coupling at l^st said lateral ly^outer edge 

\ r ^ 

portions of said (fobrs to said front and rear end fram\ members for swinging 
movement thereonjn^pposite directions between said coplanar closed positions and 
said transversely disposed open positions on laterally outer sidesxDf said opening. 



22. The combination set forth in claim 21 wherein said front and rear end frame 
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meim^rs comprises L-shaped frame bars having an upstanding leg and horizontal leg 
integral wHh a lower end of said upstanding leg for supporting said doors. 
23. The combination set forth in claim 22 wherein said platform comprises a door 
frame having front and end frame members spanned by a pair of laterally spaced 
side frame members; said pivot means comprising: 

first pivot members pivotaUy coupling said front end portion of one of said 
doors to said front end frame member: \. 

second pivot members pivotallyscoupling said rear end portion of said 
one door to said front end portion of the other of said doors for relative opposite 
swinging movement thereon; and guide means for guioing said rear end of said other 
door on said frame for linear movement thereon as doors move between said open and 
closed positions. ^ 



